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Abstract: 

In this paper we will draw together a number of strands in our recent research on the performance of 

Hindustani classical music, particularly as they relate to the themes of entrainment and interaction. In 

the first part we introduce the concept of interpersonal entrainment, the mechanism by which 

different individuals in a group coordinate their actions in time. How can this topic shed light on Indian 

music’s performance dynamics, and the structures involved in the music? We then broaden the 

discussion out to the theme of interpersonal interaction more broadly. Beyond the dynamics of 

synchronisation that allow musicians to play in time with each other, numerous other factors play a 

role in ensemble performance: leader-follower relationships, and various musical and social 

hierarchies are all involved in the realisation of a successful (or unsuccessful) performance. The talk 

will be illustrated with examples from our own collection of concert recordings. 
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